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FCRSIGII  EE"'S  OK  C ITKUS  FRUIT 


iiicreasiec-  deiiaits  for  Africa:!  grapefruit  i::  British  iurkets 


Exports  of  Anerican  grapefruit  to  the  United  Kingdom  during  1927 
amounted  to  the  record  figure  of  ^21,000  boxes  as  compared  v'ith  153,000 
boxes  in  1926  and  141,000  boxes  in  1925.    Florida,  California  and  Arizona 
ship  grapefruit  to  the  British  market,  but  the  bulk  of  the  exports  con- 
sists of  Florida  fruit.      Total  imports  of  grapefruit  into  the  United 
Kingdom  during  1927  amounted,  to  approximately  597,000  boxes  compared  with 
33o,00C  boxes  in  1926.    While  statistics  by  countries  of  origin  are  not 
yet  available  for  1927,  the  United  States  export  statistics  indicate  that 
this  country  furnished  approximately  72  -per  cent  of  the  total. 

Although  the  British  imports  of  grapefruit  from  the  United  States 
have  increased  more  than  those  from  other  sources,  the  increase  in  im- 
ports has  been  shared  by  all  the  more  important  producing  countries.  The 
most  important  sources  of  supnly  other  than  the  United  States  are  the 
British  Uest  Indies,  South  Africa,  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico.    The  3ritish  Em- 
pire Marketing  Board  is  encouraging  by  every  possible  means  the  coordina- 
tion and  development  of  the  grapefruit  industry  in  the  British  West  Indies 
and  South  Africa  in  order  that  larger  quantities  of  Empire  fruit  may  be 
available  on  the  3ritish  market  the  year  around.     Imports  from  Ermire 
sources,  mainly  from  Jamaica  and  South  Africa,  have  increased  from  8,000 
boxes  in  1920  to  67,000  boxes  in  1926.     Imports  from  the  United  States  in 
the  same  period,  however,  increased  from  1^,000  to  265,000  boxes. 

American  granefruit  is  available  on  the  British  market  throughout 
the  year.     South  African  grapefruit  is  on  the  market  mainly  from  June  to 
September,  July  being  the  month  of  heaviest  supply  from  that  source, 
British  V.:est  Indies  supplies  cone  in  mainly  from  September  to  June.  Thus, 
it  is  seen  that  the  t^o  main  Empire  sources  Of  supply  are,  in  a  sense, 
complementary  to  each  other.     The  British  demand  is  mainly  for  small 
sizes.     Sizes  96  and  112,  for  example,  sell  for  higher  prices  than  64Ts. 
Such  sizes  as  23Ts  to  6^Ts  should  not  be  exported  to  the  British  market. 
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The  recent  establishment  of  direct  shirking  facilities  "between 
Florida  and  British  markets  constitutes  one  of  the  outstanding  develop- 
ments in  the  grapefruit  trade  of  the  United  States.    Heretofore  American 
grapefruit  exported  to  the  United  Kingdom  was  shitrped  mainly  from  New  York. 
The  arrival  of  the  steamship  "Daytonia"  at  Liverpool  on  January  15,  lc23 , 
after  a  16-day  voyage  fro::  Jacksonville,  Florida,  opened  a  direct  trade 
route  between  Florida ' shippers  and.  the  British  trade.    A  second  consignment 
from.  Jacksonville  on  board  the  steamer  "Derian"  arrived  in  Liverpool  dur- 
ing the  week  ending  February  25.    The  direct  shipment  of  grapefruit  from 
Florida  to  Great  3ritain  is  expected  to  result  in  a  considerable  sawing  on 
the  cost  of  transportation,  which  in  the  past  has  been  the  main  factor  in 
preventing  a  more  rapid  increase  in  the  per  capita  consumption  of  grapefruit 
in  the  British  market. 

G3^FHUIT;     Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  1920-1926 
  (Boxes  of  70  rounds)  


rrou 


United  States  

Cuba  

Other  foreign  countries- - 
Total  foreign  countries 

British  'west  Indies 
( exc lud  ing  3ahawa s )  

South  Africa   

Natal  

Other  3ritish  countries... 
Total  British  countries 
Gr^nd  total   


:  1920 

|  1921  \  1922 

:  1923 

•  1924 

:   1925     :  1926 

:  Boxes 

'  Boxes:  Boxes 

:  Boxes 

:  3oxes 

:  Box.es  :  Boxes 

:  12, 321 
:  1.056 

:  17,923:50,  690 
;    —  :  768 
:  4.931:  52 

:45,105 
:  3,858 
560 

:  93,690 
:  285 
3 , 733 

:200, 07 1:239, 347 
i    5,5^9:  16,504 
:  11.304:  7.455 

:lu.677 

22.354:31.490 

-49 . 524 

97.708: 

217.424:265.765 

:  4,502: 
:  2,918: 

677  : 

8,770:  8,954: 
2,402:  9,973: 
38  :      243 : 
254:   : 

17,037: 
12,477  : 
32: 
1. 169: 

15,787; 

14 , 534 . 
1,234: 
925: 

28,171:  43,486 
18,262:  20,021 
3  , 574 :  963 
754:  2.700 

;  3f097: 

11 .464: 19.070: 

50.715: 

32 r 480: 

50.761:  67.170 

:21,974: 

34,318:50,560: 

oc,2S9: 

130,1'--: 

258,185:352,955 

Sourcp:  Annual  statements  of  the  Trad-    o^  the  TTnited  Y 


ingdom. 


Year 


1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
1926 


GRAPF.FB1JIT :  Percentage  of  imports  into  the  United  Kingdom 
 frox.  specified  soxirces  


From  the 
TJn  it  (  d  St  at  e  s 


Per  cent 

53.3 
52.2 
60.7 
56.2 
71.9 
74.6 
72.0 


From  th: 
_ Bmpire 


Per  cent 

36.8 
33.4 
37.7 
33.3 
24.9 
18.9 
20.2 


j!  rom 

all  other  sources 


Per  cent 

4.9 
4.4 
1.6 
5.5 

6.5 
7.8 


Total 
Import  s 


Boxes 

21,974 
34,318 
50 , 560 
80,239 
130,183 
268 , 185 
332 , 957 


cr-5i 
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GEAPSFHTI5? ,     United  States  e;norts  to  the  United  Kingdom,  monthly, 


1934-1926 

..ontn 

1924 

1925 

1926 

1927 

*                   J  J/.SS 

;           Boxes  • 

Boxes 

J  anuary   

t  .  609 

j  5,650 

7 , 582 

24,890 

February  .... 

r  1,860 

:  21,913 

18,242 

31,492 

March   

:  7,721 

25,458 

16,536 

50 , 643 

April   

i  7,001 

>          24 , 3  83 

18 , 134 

47,4C2 

May  

;  3,026 

;          i?  123  ; 

12  569  I 

55,646 

June  

:  6,505 

:            6,525  ! 

lo*,169 

1  51^513 

July   : 

3,028  : 

:           5,502  : 

28,469 

:  26,479 

August   

:  620 

:            4,410  3 

5,106 

:           7 , 577 

September 

783 

8,517 

24,751 

October   

5,669  : 

5,907 

4,814 

47,909 

November   

'            6,700  ! 

6,420  "> 

1^,221 

36,188 

December  .... 

4 . 198 

12,054 

7.121 

5  5.154 

Total  : 

47,720 

141,300  : 

157,530 

420 ,  644 

Com^ilfd  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic  Commerce, 


GSAPEEEXJIT:  Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom,  by  months,  1926-192 
 (Converted  to  bo::es  containing  70  -nomas  cf  fruit; 


Month 


J  anuary 
February 
March 
April 
May  .  . 
June  . 
July  . 
August 
September 
October  . 
November 
December 
Total  . 


1P26 


Boxes. 

15,766 
24,982 
43,120 
24,518 
11,370 
17  , 920 
26,136 
37,413 
20,819 
52 , 553 
34,285 
23 , 574 


332.956 


a/ 

b/ 


1927 


Boxes 

35,009 
40,697 
71,164 

45,024 

46,355 

62,059 

58 , 147 

29 , 995 

22,963 

78  39f> 
54',  664 

52.460 


596,937 


Source:     Monthly  statistics  up  to  and  including  September  1927,  published  by 
the  British  Empire  Marketing  Board  in  "Weekly  Fruit  Intelligence  Notes"  for 
November  2,  1927. 

§J  Four  veeks  ending  October  29,  from  "Weekly  Fruit  Intelligence  Notes- n 
by  Four  weeks  ending  November  26,  from  "Weekly  Fruit  Intelligence  Notes." 
c/  Five  r-eeks  endii^   December  31,  from  "Weekly  Fruit  Intelligence  Notes." 
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